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bg) « QHRREFACES to Books are as 
/\ / Gentlemen-Uſbers to Ladies ; when 
: <= 0 ey bawe give a ſhort acconnt_ of 
the perſon grSubjed they introduce, 
Q Jour own, prudeuce will dictate to 
ny your entertainment of them 
d ſhould be, in ſ, ome meaſure, anſwer- 
able to tbeir quality. But the La» 
dy we: bere ag into, your view being.of greater emi- 
nencie. then any. other, as t 0: the. vertue for: which ber Mew 
mory bath been celebrated through ell ages, it is thought 
requiſite, to do it with more pomp and ceremony. 
| The Author of this Poem hawing: ſpent ſome time it 
the peruſal of, be Apycryphal part, of the Holy Scri- 
Pptures, ref eHed, that, there were three eunent Vertues re 
commended:t0 us 1 the perſons. and examples of three re 
markable Women... The firſt is Prudence , in thoſe of 
Judith, @ Woman, 4s:80\Connſel. and Cond. , in the gree- 
reft extremities of. .« tedious Siege, |. arpaſſi 2g tbe besf Po-, 
LaticiaMs8 of the Jewiſh Government ; ond 4s to AG: T:0R, 
A'3 __" out 
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Matrone e mextiomed- i be Miccabees,; who 
eunltec dren age; cboferatber't low hes ſeven 
ſons ibrough the gates of death by a generous Mgrtyr- 
dom , then violate the Law, of ber Country::\iThethird, 
Continence, exemplifi'd in the incomparable Suſanna, for 


which ſhe will be look'd on by all ſubſequent generations, 


as the great Example of Con Jugal Chticy- y 
' Onr Author hath thought fit to pirch os this Lift for 
the Subje& of bis Work ; waving the firſt, as implying a 
wiſh of that which the world calls Diſſimulation for the 
more proſperous matragement of ber defi; igne 5 and the ſe. 
cond,as bejng too great a precedent of Feminine courage,to 
be expor'd to the wobld, when thoſe of that ſexe, being 
made Egyptians by the Pablick Faith of the Covenanting 


Cauſe, were \ilteatly pocr-forward' to be perſonally en-: 


gag'd againi? the late Riy#l'Staiidard.” For about that 


time do I conceive this Piece'to bawe bedn written ; if not 


rather in the year----- Fay foot, hordc.00 ba the : Story of 


the Four-legg'd Elder." 


Hiftory tells us of” SGiltknie Ludy; who rifleSing too. 


it erioufly on a fored enjoyment, whetber confounded with 
ſhame at ber not bawing made a greater refiſlance , or the 
more to animate ber Relations fo revenge the vrolence; 
. dapper'd ber ſelf "ont of 'a Toith'd fife. Fi Butiigs to! our 
. - Sul: ay, what can be imagin'd more neerly approaching 
Martyrdome 1 it af ; then yy a young Lady, of tranſcen- 

dent 
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borrour.it-muvthawe been to her, 'to be ſo ny ffs $1 
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| | « Gyan 4 CLI AF-K 
dent Beauty,to be brought to a poblich end ſhameful Exe: 


cation, ſurronnded with ber di re and lamenting Rey 
Litions, to awvid a\pleaſureſbe bad often taſted ( gs being 


4 a and night then have accepted, from perſons who... 
maneg ditbe Gawernmont of ber Nation, aud bad the title... 
of Eldets,not ſo\murh wpon the ſeore of their Apge,ds ti wm. \; 
of their Authority?” Conld there be a greater diſcovery. 


of Reſolution , then for a delicate perſon of that tengae, : 
Sexe , to'prefer Storing in the open field, before the preſs... 
ſing follicitations-of two Pjdetly , Yet not tao far [AIDS 
anuuated GaBants, in the ſhady ſolitude of a Garden z Tx 

But newer was:ſo violent a temptation ſo bravely. "R . 
por'd, yet without any other defenſives, the thoſe of g. + 
meek and inuotent reſiſtance. Let any hut imagine the. .- 


priz'd in that poſture of Paradiſe ; and what canfu Th 

of thoughts.it mu$ have rais dinher, to obferve, in the. . 
C bryſtal Mirrour af ber Ciftery the repreſentations of two i 
perſons ſo little expefied, and, ere ſhe could lift up ber Rb 
eyes to lack about her , to finde ber ſelf within therr in- 
welcone embraces : Let any, I ſay,but imagine theſe cip-, 
cunftances, andthence compute, what an incredible pre. 


ſence of ſpirit zo #t a recolleion of virtuous and Matri- 


of” ſl D ſudden an's ault. x. ” I 
Theſe vifl&8ons," T ſuppoſe , occaſion'd our Author's 
dreſſing up of this Hi$tory of Suſanna into an Heroick 
Poem ; which be might bawve much enlarged, bad he not 
tÞought it more convenient, to make it ſomewhat propor- 
| tionate 


monzal obligations was requiſite, to withſtand the ſpock 
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eren \ if Taumnt miſtaken, he bath oblig d ſeveral 


ny 0 Ae Ons, 6 fiſt, thoſe who-aremightily affeSied 
We 4, St 0 eres knto Verſe;on firted for rblich Aftion,, 
when. ind Proſe” it makes no iypreſſeon_at all-upou 

2 5 32 would-rather fee Suſanna repreſent ed. with 
Bb in the Thearre, then bear of her exemplary Vextue 


deliverance. in-2 Sermon at St. Paul's, before, the 


ah Repreſcocarive of the;Gizy.” To anotber [; arteſÞc= 
Op 2b, SR of Recthood) of the Nation, it may ſerae for 4 
. {tart 1; ny of their frailty, who, upon the wery ſcorc 
hi, have entertain 'd {nt ch a prque again the 
al Writings , "that, 0 the many. hundreds of 
"of | Bibles 3 ; GY br "Vn the fi five fat/.£ O- 
: of” the late Ulurpatioa ;. I doubt the aumber.o of 

ny thoſe bound with the a does not 4- 
et mi the e ſquare root of the whole. - In fone whoezer 
Are\ concers 'd': in ths Jacred bond of: Matrimony , are ac- 
« FRr dingly c concern'd in the ſtrange accidents ocenrring in 
[4 is $ Ory 5 5 feuding here how znnocent Vertue was ir a- 
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1,enlow| 41 reſcu d out of the jaws of death ;1 andthe guilty 


contrivers of Suſanna's ſhame brought: to condigne Þu- 
niſhment ; to be perpetual precedents, to all ſuch as ſhall 


Preſumptuouſly attenipt the taSfing of that fruit ,, which 
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733.99 Leep on, perfuming Morn,let not thy ſmiles 
NH With one Reflex gild the Molucea-Ifles 3 / 
= "Tis rime enough z on Tython's Saffron-bed 

/'y Repole the curls of thy refulgent head 3 

= Andler the Etbiopians Pearly Ore, 

Sown by thy hand, lie on their Swarchy ſhore 

A while ungather'd, that no Signal may 

Alarm the nimble minures of the Day 

To harneſs Sol's fierce Steeds, leſt while the Fates 

Foforce a paſſage through th'Eaſt's Latrice-gares, 

And fend them panting up the [adian hill, 

This monſtrous change him with amazement fill, 

B To 


- COTS Og 8.7. 2a "GRE. oy. 7 TO EE 90 . 
RR Oe IEP bs A RT nas 0b 


"Ul 


et aa A RT ee t,t. I IIIIIIEY 
” 
- 


es re na 


5 The Ladys Bluſh : Or, 


To ſee, fince he deſcended laſt rallay 
His flaming Temples in ch' Arlantich Sea, 


| Nature inverted, heat with cold thus fight 


Within one body, as before rude Night 

Firſt ſpread its frozen arms to entertain 

That warmth which after brooded on the Main ; 
And chill December quit his weeds of pray, 

T: uſurp the Robe and Diadem of May - 

Chaſte Groves polluted, where fair Daphne's hair 
True concord holdeth with th'affrighted Air, 
And ſacred ſtreams complaining as they (cape 
From Springs attempred by the Elders rape ; 

So pure a Fountain, that the mighty owe 

Might thence make Hebe mix him Healths of love, 
And Iris draw her Aromatick dews 
Which on the Perſian Vales ſhe daily ſtrews ; 
VVlulſt Juſtice with her myſtick Scepter ſaves 
Verrue, that's ſhipwracke, from the raging waves. 


The Scene s Tudea, Babylon's the Stage 
Of Jacob's toyling iffae s pilgrimage, 
VVhereon oft ated was the Tragick ſtory 
Of Heav'ns Firſt-born, Iſrael s expiring glory. 


Backſliding Nation | yet ſtill forward went 


Firſt unto Sin, then into Baniſhment. 
Therefore it pleas'd theternal power to raiſc 
Aſſy ria's Monarch, to proclaim his praile, 

By ſound of Echnick Trumpets, too coo ſhrill 
Not to advance the great Commander's will 
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Againſt 
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_ Againſt-thoſe Tribes which took Roboam's part, 


The Hiflory of Sus anna. 2 
And laid nor the diviner threats to heart, 
Till, fury an(wering folly, they did lie 
Under the doom of God's enraged Eye, 


In miſerable thraldome, to bemoan 
7adah's excinguithe light in parts unknown. 


Among the reſt, Foakim, next of kin, 
As well ro Fudah, as to Fudab:'s fin, 


_ His progreſs made ; where, ere long ſeated, he 


VViſely provideth for Captivity, 

By looſing bonds with bonds. For Cupid drew 
A golden Shaft armed with flames that flew 

Firſt to his boſome, then to one moſt rare 

As ere perfum'd the uncorrupted air. 

She was Chelkzab's daughter, brought along, 

Ar Babel's brooks to ſing a Sion-ſong. 

And though their mournful Harp was quite unſtrung, 
And tuneleſs on th Aſſyrian willows hung, 

Yet Hymen took it down, and play d (o true, 
That diſconrents fled like the morning-dew, 

Or winged ſleep, and darkneſs drew amain 

Her ſable Enſtgnes from the Shinar. plain, 

By Dian's Torches chac'd, who led the way 
Before this Couple to their Marriage-day, 

And joynd them hand in hand ; ſo great a Prize 
As ſhe s, both Indies ſcarce can equalize. 


Beſides her Beauty, which was highly fair, 
Her youth and comelineſ(s beyond compare; | 
B 2 Greater 
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Greater perfeQions ſhe yet own'd, chaſte, good, 
And milde as Ezpbrates's Silver-flood, 


Which, ſoftly gliding where old Eder lies, 


Seems here to court a better Paradiſc. 


There was beſides, wherewith chis Bride was ſtor'd, 
Another vertue yet, She fear'd the Lord; 
And as ſhe fear'd, ſhe lov'd; no ſervike fear, 
Such as baſe Slaves unto their Tyrants bear, 
But like a Daughter, who with filial care 
T' her Fathers juſt commands doth give an ear, 
Sh'obſerv'd her Maker ; fo 'tis hard to ſay 


If Love or Fear moſt taught her co obey. 


Thus was ſhe by her righteous Parents bred, 
And in the holy Laws of Moſes read. 
Who would nor Solon-or Lycurgus be, 
To have their Laws confirm'd by ſuch as ſhe ? 
Or what good Law-giver could then repent 
To chuſe, as he did, laſting Baniſhment ? 
Then Numa's labour furely vain had been 
In his retirements co that Faery Quren ; 
When here's Egeria, this the ſubſtance whence 


| His frantick Raptures did ar firſt commence ; 


Yet he miſtook ir, that the face of Rowe 
Might ſtill joyn hands with pre-ordained doom. 


Suſanna therefore i'th' Chaldean land 


Doth for the Jew:ſb Nation s wonder ſtand, | 
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| Where like her Fachers parcht and in diſtreſs 


'Mongſt ſcorching Sands.in Paran's wilderneſs, 
She ſerved him that by a flaming lighe 

His ſervants guided through the horrid night ; 
Though here confin d, like Noah in the fold 


Of damned wolves loſt in the world of old; 


Or Lot in Sodom, Danzel in the Den _ 
Of Lions, milder rhen thole cruel men ; 
Or as Ezekiel :mongſt the Scorpions, where 
No holy Charm could make them lend an ear : 
So ſhe, where God s a ſtranger, 'salways known 
A Votary at his eternal Throne. 
For Foakimnr's riches, none of all the Faſt, 
Nay wealthy fob can't call himſelf the beſt ; 
Mighty in ſtock, and happier far in this, . 

ob's wanton Dinah ne'r compar'd with his ; 
Nor churliſh Nabal, rhough his flocks could bring 
A widow's Dowry fit for Iſrael's King. | 
Moreo're, a Houſe whoſe building ſtrercht ſo wide, 
As might compare witch the Neronian pride 
No leſs a wonder then KR abyrus wrought, 
V Vhen Srars and Poles 1dza'd-to his thought, 
V Vhar work mighc rake the proud Domatian, 
Corinthian, Tuſcane, or lontan. 
Beſides a Garden, whichthe Curious will . 
Beſt ſee deſcrib'd by learned/Becon £ Quill 3 
Or in a lefſer Folio view the ſame 


By th' Muſes ſacred held ro Danby s Name. 


Hither 
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Hither therefore the ſcatter'd Jews reſort, 
In ſtead of Fudah s, now to Toakim!'s Court, 
As to an Embleme of theic [ad White. ball, 
Becauſe he had more honour then they all. 


About this time two Judges choſen were 
To ſtand at Helm, and the Repablike ſteer, 
Both ſons of Belal, far more like to ſplir 
Poor Fudah's tatter'd Bark, then manage it ; 
Of curſed Abab's race, whole wickedneſs 
Claims here in them by Merempſychoſs. 

Thus unto Wolves commirred were the Sheep, 

And over Lainbs, two Lions ſent'nel keep : 

For ſuch they were, as oft the Lord: foretold, 

With 5; nxu2» from the days of old, 

Should caſt up Babe!'s foam, men grave with crimes, 
Who ſcem to govern, bur pervert the times. 


This place theſe Judges made their Rendezvous, 
Where daily muſter'd the litigious Jews 
Their forlorn troops, for Orders here to call, 
As Ragged Regiments from a General ; 
Even thoſe who Zealor-like at Law contend, 
And counterbyas with their deareſt friend, 
Though Bench and Ear corrupt 2 the Judges here 
And Pleaders as 1n after-ages were, - © | 
Knaves,and the moſt part Fools, ere Dulman' knew 


Whether his Maſter could write falſe or true, 
S63:t. Orc 
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The Hitoty of Susa ww a. 


 Orever Sleep produc'd apon the Stage 


That Lawyer Ignoramus 'with his Page. 


The throng therefore of jarring Suitors gone, 
And clouds of bus'neſs chac d by Noonday-ſun, 
Suſanna, as the Seaſon's heat requir'd, © 
Into her husband's Garden oft retir'd, 

With trembling leaves to fan, and ſhades aſſwage 


Th'hot entertainments of the Tropick's rage. _ 


Mean while, ſtern Luſt with eyes more ſubtle far 
Then thoſe pure Opricks of the Eagles are, 
Or Lyncens, whole perſpicil, they (ay, 
Could meaſure paces with ſwift. footed day, 
Stirs up theſe parblinde Elders till to view 
The uſual walkings of this matchlefſs Few. 
As Artiſts fingers buſily convey 
Notes to that Inſtrument whereon they play : 
So every ſtep of hers, as ſhe did move, 
Jars on the Frets of their exalted love, 
But Diſcord raiſeth wich a murmring tone, 
Unheard by any fave themſelves alone, 
Till what before did gently glow, now ſtreams 
Out in the atomes of devouring flames. 
For ſuddenly, this gale of luft awoke 
Hell's ſmothering embers wrapt in clouds of ſmoke, 
And our choice pair obliquely carn'd their eye, 
Looking aſquint upon Eternity, 


Leſt 
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Leſt that moſt ſimple undivided light, 

Once breaking in, might their black ſouls affriphe, 
As yet ſecurely quiet and aſleep, 

While ſtubborn thoughts no watch at all will keep. 
Howere they knew quite to defift was good; 

Bur wickedneſs, iwell'd to fo high a flood, 

Broke down that ſaving rampart, till at length 
Rebellion plumes it in her pride and ſtrehgth : 
Reaſon commands, what then ſhall Heaven ſay no ? 
Or Conſcience check, when Nature bids men go ? 
Yet here a witnels unperceived ſtood, 

V Vhile thus they did conſult with fleſh and bloud. 
For as in Fields appointed foes diſplay 

Enfigne gainſt Enfigne, till the doubtful day, 
Sway'd by Fates hand, unto one fide doth yeeld ; 
So now it faretttin a Spiricual field. 


The Battel's pitchie, Colours on each fide flie, 
Upon the wing of hoped: Victory ; | 
Launce threatning launce, conjoyned Bodies meer, 
And one another with loud Volleys greet. 

Both Fleſh and Spirit grapple; parties made 

Hence from a congrels of 'th infernal ſhade. 

On thyother fide, One, onely, {ubtil, pure, 

Th» adverſe Phalanges able to endure. 

Theſe Elders then, who ſuch brave Champions had, 
(So potent, was deceir).with yoy 'grew mad; 

At th'/honour of their crime, and both apart 

This diſpute eccho'd from's redoubling heart. 
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'Tis true, I'm:great,: and do the people awe 
By Iſrael's ſpotleſs and impartial Law 3. 3535-3 
The Tribes committed are unto my hand, 
As to a Shepherd ina Captive-land 3 _ 
And if the Shepherd chance to go aſtray, . 
L To Savage beaſts my Sheep muſt be a prey : 

Their lovely fleeces briers and thorns will tear, 

V Vhen they, orewhelm'd with penſivene(s and fear, 
Wichout their Leader wander, whole diſgrace - 
! Advantagegetsby th honour of his place. 
| | Know it the people may, who oft forſake 


The paths of goodneſs for examples fake 3 

And great mens faulrs move in a Sphere fo high, 
As to be noted by each yulgar eye: 

Juſt as from Conflagrations in the skie, 
Scar-blazing ſtreams prodigiouſly do flie. 
But yet my greatneſs a diſguiſe will lend, 

That ſafely I accompliſh may my end. 


Fond mortal | thinkeſt thou Heav'ns clearer fight . 
Hath now put on the mourning robe of night ? | 
Can miſts, or darkne(s, or ought interpoſe 
Betwixt his eye that a!l things does diſcloſe ? 

No, no, there's one with flames of fire that flies 
Strictly ravenge the world s impieties, 

And by the blaſt of his conſuming breath 

Sure to repay ftn, wichics wages, Death. 


Though ic be fo, my -uncon fined; will 
Is rowring now upon coo high a Quill | 
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To mindeſuch weak reclaims I cannot ſtay, 
For fierce defire, like to a raging Sea, | 
Bears me along ; and though the beſt I love, 
Depraved ſence makes me the worſt approve. 
Ler Bears and Typers, all the Monſters that | | 
Firſt roar'd upon:the Mountain Ararat, ) = 
(As Satan at the Sun-cloarh'd woman hurl'd ” 
The Lethe-yomits of his dreadful world) 
Our Tribes purſue, then ſcatcer and divide, 
My headſtrong paſſion will not be deny'd + 
Deſtruction come, I'm ſatisfi d if 1 
May fatiate my luſt, and after die. 


Thus as R;zphens fell moſt good and true, F 
Scarce matcht for vertue mongft the Trojan crue, | 
Becauſe the Gods thought fit : ſo in this heat | | 
Heav ns powerful Spirit's pleaſed to retreat, 

And this Triumvirate of darkneſs weilds 

Ies conqu'ring Sword through the forſaken fields, 
And retns once laid upon the ſtubborn neck 

'\ Of each proud Elder, not the ſharpeſt check 

{| Of Conſcience might chem ſtay, blindfold proceed, 
| As always thoſe whom Helliſh Princes lead. 

|| Thus Vertue bleeding lay, ſucceſsful Sin 

Beats down the Bulwarks, lets the Victor in, 

Who to compleat his Triumph, ſtrives t untte 


Thoſe which did under his black Banner fight, 


Unknown to one another ; though both were 


Wounded alike, yet neither duriſt declare. 


AUM 


$97" Je 
ENTS 
&UN 
AVOT. 


The Hiflory of Sus anma, 
So tim'rons guilt ts, ere its branches ſhoor, 
Having !th' minde bat newly taken root. 


How many black conceits within them move 
From day to day hatching luſt-raging Love ? 
The objeR fair Suſanna, whom to win, 

Theſe Sages walk their uſual rounds in ſin, 
Contented with a bare reflex, till Chance 


_ Confpir'd their hellifh purpole to advance. 


For being both departed at high Noon, - 
Fach to his ſeveral habitation, 
They wheel'd abour, turn'd by an unſeen rein, 
VVhich brought them to the ſelf-ſame place again. 
Evn as a Needle touche by th' Magnet-ſtone 
Abkors all points of variation : 
So theſe, impregnate by infernal fires, 
No point inclin'd to but their baſe deſires. 
Therefore as rays that to one centre tend, 
Or different footſteps to th'fame journeys end, 
They meet from whence they went, (diflembling it, 
And forcd to leave their former counterfeit} 
Each on the other gaz d, their wrinkled veins 
Swell'd up with guile, dy'd in Vermilion-ſtatns, 
Exchanged red for white, and white for red, 
More then a thouſand tongues diſcovered, 
Till each as in the Mirrour of a Glaſs 
RefleCtions darted to the others face, 
And prologue thereunto was firſt to learn, 
The certain cauſe of either s quick return. 

= - So 
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So that at laſtthey both reveal d their luſt, 
And hudled up the thing 'twixe fir and juſt. 

Both thus alleadg d : I thought at home co ſtay, 
But there's no food my hunger can allay, 

Thar longeth much, ſince firſt I chanc'd to ſee : 
The golden fruit of one forbidden tree, | 
Neer to this place, which flouriſhing doth ſtand, ; 
As if ner planted by a mortal hand, 

Oc that its fruit was ner ordain d to grow 
For the rude taſte of worldlings here below. 
It is the wondrows Spouſe of Foakin s bed 
That hath m'unwary hopeleſs fancie fed | { 
With new Idxa's; yet mean while I pine = | 
For that which ſhuns theſe reſtleſs lips of mine. 
Nor may ones thirſt be quenched with that drink | 
Which couched once, forchwith away doth ſhrink. 
Obſerve the motions of this glorious Star, | ; 
Not ſuch another's io our Hemiſphere ; 

Nay, Venus, whom youth call the Queen of Love, 
Dotrh not with ſuch a radiant luſtre move : 

In ſhort, thofe women came nor near her, when 
Angels of God were Sons-in-law to Men. 
The thought of home therefore 's abhorr'd, for Hell's 
In every place but where Syufanna dwells; 

And ch'entertainments of our Beldames breath 
More dreadful are then ſhocks of ſudden death, 
Who with revengeful kiſſes daily ſtrive 


Kindly co bury us poor two alive. 
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But, doating, Fools. !-ghey are:miſtaken, mby1 di 7 
Old £ſon's Bath proves now no. Poetry 2. | 
Experience hath conficm d je true and good . 

F'th' vigour of our metamorphosd blood. 

We're young again, and, like che Lads of, Greece, 
We'll venture co [arprile, this Golden Fleece.” 
All Colcbos-can't withſtand, nor Dragons keep : 
Their dreadful guard, whilſt charm d by us allcep. 


Yet, fair Lawerna, this requeſt fulfill,” 1 


That when all's ; done, we may. ſeem righteous, Gill. 


Now was that time when the Nem.ean beaſt 
Stretch'd our his paws with rage on Cancer's breaſt, 
Rouz 'd by the Delian God, roars our amain- 

Quite through the fields of the Celeſtial'phin, 

V Vhilſt from his furious breath fierce flames are harP d, 
VVith Thunders mixc upon the lower world, 

And frozen Stars which court the ArGick Pole 

Ia ſwelcring Thaws about their centres roul.' 

As then of old, the chaſte Nymphs made their ſtceams 
A refuge from that Boy's miſguided flames : 

So here Suſanna to the Spring retires, 

To countermand the hear of Fuly's fires, 

I'rh'Carden to her Husbands Palace nigh, 

Where ſtood a Fountain that was never dry, 

But like co thoſe which Paradiſe once fed, 

Sendeth freſh glories unto every. Bed, 

Two Maids attending onely., . Th' Elders had 


Themſelves before into this place convey dS, 
Where 


ay _ be Lady Bluſh: Or, 


' Whey'they lay hidilikeSerpents'vo deceive,” - © b 
Taught by that Monfler which ſo ferved Eve," dF 


Ye lofty Pow'rs !* fome reaſons to us mind * 


Why Hell, the World; and Fleſh are thus en li d, 


VVichmn- tha prace Crbutnick, ſteps co tread, 
VVhere Flora Y6& her various Beauties ſpread > 
VVhat is the cauſe that made them this deviſe? 
Are Gardens Stapes fit for Tragedies ? 

In ſuch a place firft was the Devil's Prize | 

God ard the'creatute to make enemies. 
Prodigious Carden,that.could bear a:'weed 

So full of poyſon, as all Adam's ſeed 

Still cries, Q, wretched man,'wharhaft thou done, 
Thus to orewhelm ws i in perdition ? 

David did there, with. an aduſterous eye, 
Bathſbeba naked jn the Fountain {pics 

An eye with, winged murther charg'd, which flew 
As far as Rahhh, and Driab ſlew. - - 

A Garden twas' wherein a painful floud 

Sweat from our Saviour like co drops of bloud 3 
And in a Garden Judas him betray'd.; 

VVhere allo was his righteous body layd. 


V Vhilſt thus the Elders and their Engines lie, 
Novt the leaſt thoughe of ſordid Jealouſic 
Diſturbs Foakem's quiet, who affords 
No ſmall reſpe& to theſe Judicial Lords, 
VVhom to miſtruft were madneſs, their gray hairs 
Being Antidote enough againſt ſuch fears ; 


ET . 
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But rather thigks, Theſe learoed: 4 rl : 
Suſanna with ſame vertuous ptecepry filly: 1. 
On whole each look an aged:Hiſt ry fi Its,” 112 
The beſt improvement of all younger wies;” >. - 
W hereby ſhe.may., or ere ald-age draws on,! ii" 
The proſpect have of a tree-Horizon, 2: i6Dff + 
Her underſtanding clearly fo to view-\- 
Fore-paſs d events, and judge what ſhall enſue : 
Such guides L wiſh oyr Fathers had, perhaps: 
They ne'r had long'd-for:theſe accurſed Grapes. 
Thar edge their childrens teeth, whole off- ſpring we 
The caule lament:in our 21s th 


Thus Foakgur s well-compoſed | mingde foreſees | - - 
Not ought of the two Elders treacheries, 6 
But, unſuſpeing man, receives: as friends ''' 


Thoſe thar difpuiſed luſts with lawful ends” | 5: 
VVhich freedom bound'themito;this fixed Hoy, An 4 
VVherein they might his veregonsSpoule: OM 4 

For being here, ſhe thinks it fit to lave 
Her wearied limbs in the refreſhing wave 3 

So ſaid unto her Maidens; ' Hence, be'gone 3 
The place is private, leave'me here alone : 

Haſte, balls perfum'd,. $abzan Odours bting | 
VVithout delay,.to waſh me at the Spring. 


Suſanna then unveils het orient skin, 
Like Eve's in Eden, ece unperions fin =» 
Firſt found an Apple, then'a'Leaf' to hide 


The {potted Beauty of her new-borp pride, 
{  _Tato 


« The LadytBluſiOr,\ | 

ls the Fouhtain goes; whoſe amorous brins'-- 

Dropt rears forijayo4 zmbrace fuch ſnowie'limbs, 
And curled in a, wanton brayd, t ofecome | 

Love's fire concealed: in ies watry womb: 

Had you but, feeo;wliemyet ſhe was half-bare, ft" 

Part of her Mantle {porting with che air; 

The reſt in folds about her middle born : 

So ſparkhog iFblegon Jookerh tn the morn, 

VVhilſt gloriqus claus m glictering fleecesflye, 

To interpole-twixt it and Humane eye. © | 

But once aloft, and to.th Meridian fled, 

His naked body on the hills doth ſpread; 

Such was the when thole weeds or:rags of ly 

From her diviner fleſh \ were caſt: away. 


Ye fabulous Ancients! was not this ſame She 

Your Aphrodite, deſcended of the Sea ? 
_ VVich Nymphs,-not Neptune thus encompatlced, 

VVhilſt now Lucznebrings tae Spring to bed. 
Yea ſure the ſame, a}though your purbliade eyes 
Miſtook when ſhe did from aFouritain riſe. 
And this the Piece, Apelles ro pourtray © 
Durſt not adventure bovt one.line a day. 
Glean'd up frem-thouland Beanties that might'give 
The Painter fire to make his PiQure live. 
So rare th'ldza ſeem” d, ſuck work there was 
T'extract from mortals an immortal faces: 


Her Ivory-neck s hke David's Tower'of war, 
VVherein ſo many conquTiog Bucklers are, 
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And Arrows numberleſs, and ſure to hic 
Unhappie Man that gazeth once at ic. 

Her Rofie Breſts like the two Indies ſtand, 

A Globed Hemiſphere on either hand ; 

The cauſe perhaps our Fathers firſt did call 

Eaſt che right ſide of Earth's ever-rowling Ball 
And hither Merchants, laden with defire, 


Hurry to quench the flames of fice with fire. 


The other Regions which beneath chole lay, 
Are not unfitly term d Incognita, 

Hid by the ſwelling water, which denies . 
Further purſuit to our diſcoveries. | 


Howere the Elders who ſtood watching here 
None of the worſt Geometricians were 3 
Like him, who having on Olympus found 
Alcides foot imprinted on the ground, 
Did chereupon his whole proportion gueſs, 
And ſo engrav'd the big-bon'd Hercules - 
Thele not unlike conclude, from what they ſaw, 
An image they of ch'unſeen features draw, 
And argue from the leſſer ; Vales cloſe by 
Muſt needs abound with more variety : 
For when hills vaunt their fruitful pride, ſure we 
In lower parts ſhall richer paſture ſee. 


Thus {well'd with hope, they made out all cheir Sail, 
And {wittly rid before a proſperous Gale. 3 
Their Keel's the Fleſh, the Devil Pilots ic, 
Like ſome grave Artiſt, whither he thinks fit: 
is DS Hell 


But th'on them with ne 'r-failing talons ſeize : 
So they by Luſt's moſt bungry rage compell d, 
Suſanna in their eager gripings held. 

She ſtrives and cries : alas! what ſhould ſhe do ? 
One naked woman in the arms of two, 

Not men, but monſters, ſuch as Poets teign 

The Cyclops were, that did in tra reign. 


18 The Lady's Bluſh : Or, 


Hell lends them Wind, Preſumption plies the Oar, 
To land it ſafely at Suſanne s ſhore. 
Not many leagues this well-mann'd Veſlel flew, 
Till now within its wiſhed Harbours view, 

VVhen rapt with joy the goodly Steers-man cries, 
To, my Babes, lift up your aged eyes ! 

Behold your peace, rejoyce, for yonder ts 
Th'expeced Port of all true happineſs, 

Where bliſs more then eternal refts in ſtore : 

Go, and poſſeſs ; what can be wiſht-for more ? 


Hereat theſe Elders, though until this time 
The Gout and Palſey troubled every limb, 
Make ſhift to run ; thoſe who of late had gone 
In Lordly Chairs to the Judicial Throne, 
Now: finde their heels. Deſire, as well as Fear, 
Oft wings the ſloweſt feet, turns earth to air. 
Love knows no pomp, but ſtoops to meaneſt things, 
And fevels SubjeQs with their Captive. Kiogs. 
Ev'n like two Eagles that are tow ring high 
Within the Champian of rhe liquid skir, 


No ſooner do diſcern their harm: preys, 


Think 


AN TREI Tr, ow = —— 5 
C6 OBE BE RE oa pf RAIN 


EE IO oe WARS eel 2 ASS OE CER ANEE CEN fo 


TREE IEICE es ee RARE EE ES bs jor ET NE I AER EN 
5 4 LETS, 


The Hiſtory of Sus awwa. 19 


Think how Suſanna bluſhd, look'd pale, and then 
A trembling fear, bluſh'd, and look'd pale agen ; 
VVhilſt they : : *Fair creature, now behold the doors 
* Are all made faſt, yare now within our pow rs 3. 
* Yer we intreat : conſent, come, donedeny ; 
© Were ſmitten, Lady, and with you mult lie 3 
© There's none can (ee't, 'tis witnels cauſeth ſhame, 
© VVhilſt unrevealecd 1Ils are free from blame. 


Suſanna ſighs, and ſtrives, and cries agen, 


* O ſubtle Elders! O polluted men |! 


To which they : © If thou't not, we Judges are, 
© And 'gainſt thy innocence will both declare, 
* That, as we walked in this neighb ring Grove, 
© Thou play'dſt the harlot with thy wanton Love. 
©Therefore thy Maids away were ſent, leſt they 
© Should notice take of thine Adultery. 
A ſtrange Dilemma put forth to perplex 
The wav ring judgement of that tender Sex. 


Therefore Suſanna : © Heavens be my guide ; 
Iam betray 'd, diſtreſs'd on every f1 fide : 
*If I conſent, by Moſes Law tis ſaid, 
© No wife ſhall climb up to anothers bed 
© Uopuniſht ; which divine decree implies 
© Death the reward of all Adulteries. 
* Bur if refuſe, y'already have deſign d | 
; V Vhat baſe return true Vertue's like to finde ! 
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* Howere I muſt not, dare not fin : your kill 

© Extends no further then this life co kill ; 

* But God will me avenge, and one day plead 

* My guilelels cauſe with vengeance on your head. 


Thus as a Rock perceiving her unmoy'd, 
The more ſhe did refuſe, the more they lJov'd. 
For threats prevailing not wich her, they cry 
By ſpeeches fair, and thus to her reply : 


© Lady, ſuch Coyneſs inisbecomes your years ; 
** Tis time enough, when care hath ſown gray hairs, - 
* And plowed furrows on your aged head, 
©Then to confine unto a husbands bed. 
*©Y are young, and handſom, of a'comely feature ; 
©Can it be thought ere God made fuch a creature 
© For one man's ſole embraces ? why ſhould Law 
© Men'more then other baſcr creatures awe ? 
© What though our Fathers Moſes l:d ? maſt he 
* A pattern be ro all poſterity ? | 
© Or if he muſt, whar ſin can you ir call, 
© To break one Law, when we oft break them all ? 
©No, no; regard the days 'fore Moſes was ; 
© There were no fins, t1]] he invented Laws. 
* Can you ſuppole the Deſt'nies ere withſtood 
© A free Community in what is good ? | 
© Obſerve the Air, nothing more ſpotlels is, 
© Yet in a thouſand thouſand boſomes lies. 
© Yare born not for your ſelf; the Lord doth hate 
© Thoſe that are backward to communicate ; 


| 
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The Hitlory of SUSANNA, 2T 
© And rafhnels cis t'engrofs Heav'ns liberal Rtore, 
< Leſt he who gave too much, ſhould give no more. 


_ © Nor be offended that old-age hath drawn 


© A ghoſtly curtain o'r our youthful Law, 

< Or think ic ſtrange that luſty bloud remains .- 
© Sill in the chanel of our paler veins. 

* 'Tis you that gave it lite, rhe fault is yours ; 5 


© Do bat conlert, and then it ſhall be ours. 


Yet ſhe again (tears trickliog down her face} F 
RefleQech on their Honours, Charge and Place. 
All's labour loſt. When they could not porinadls,. 
A raſh attempt they on her body made. 

W hereat Suſoyes (tor it was high crime) 

Cry'd out aloud, © O Heavn avenge this crime |. 
And ſhriek'd ſo, that the Palace did rebound + 
With diſmal ecchoes of that dreadful ſound. 
The Servants all amaz'd run to and fro, © 
Diſtracted, 1gnorane which way to go. 

By this the Elders therefore roar'd as high 
Againſt Suſanna : for thoſe that were nigh 
Such yells had never heard before ; for there 
Two throats appear'd one open 'Sepulchre. 


Her Servants then ina moſt frightful maze 
Into the Garden ruſh at ſeveral ways; . : 
Bue when they ſaw their beauteous Lady ſtand FS 
Stark naked, and the Judges on each h ES 
W hat num'rous thoughts poſleſs.them ! yea what ſhame! 
While the lewd Elders da this ſcandal frame : _ 
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© Friends, wonder not, our clamour though (6 high, 
© Had cauſe enough ev'n for the ſtones to cry, 
© Qut of this Carden-wall, fo to declare - 
© Your Lady 5 wickedneſs beyond compare, 
* Ther Husbands ſhame, by being naught with one 
© Young and ſpruce Gallant, who now hence is gone. 
© For us to Wink at ſuch a faulr, had bin 


© Upon our own heads to'pall down the ſin. 


The Servants, muth aſtoniſhed to hear 
The Elders pive her ſuch a charaQer, 
Durft not their Lady's cauſe defend, though ſhe 
Ne'r was before charg'd with unchaſtity, 
And no ſuch blemiſh was tiff tnen laid on 
The candour of her Reputation. 

By this report, $Sſanne s ill name's flown 
In one (mall momene chrough all Babyloz. 
Fame's wings are long, and ever as it flies 
New courage gains, and-ſtrangely multiplies. 
How (wiftly:was the Ferſrau once o'rthrown | 
Thar loſs from Greece unto Mycale blown i 
Ev'n ina pointof' time. , . Thiimmoercal Pow:rs 
Themſelves confine nat-unto days or hours. 
There's ſure ſome ſecret hand that doth convey 
Witch mare che nar'ral ſpeed;an infamy. 
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O wretched woman! infants yer unborn 
This fa& will rue, and for their mother mourn, 
If ſhe ſhould ſcape with lite ; bur ris unfic 
The earth ſhould bear fo ach an Hypocrite. 
Nay, old wives ſcarce with teeth to chew their bread, 
The thing through ſtreets and every corner ſpread : 
© VVhat think ye, Neighbours, of that youthfal Bride - 
« In whom ſuch holineſs was thought abide, 
© To day the Strumpet plaid, and s apprehended : 
© Is this that Vertne men {o much commended ? 
© The world is ſurely chang d; both young and fair 


© Our l(elves were once, yet 'twas our conſtant care 


© Our Husbands not to injure 3 now it's common : 


© He wants not faich, that henceforth ere truſts woman. 


V Vhat artthou; Luſt ? or where is thy black ſear ? 
V Vhat Dev liſh pow'r did ſuch a fiend beger ? | 
'Tis thou that mov | 1m hell through every part, 


And (whilſt Love bindes the world that nothing ſtart) 


Confufion bring'ſt, and ſhattereſt afander 
Its plealanc frame, to trembling Nature's wonder. 
How is't that love ſo ſoon ſhould hatred-prove ? 


And fierce revenge poſſeſs the ſeat of love ? 
Oc what unires ſuch different extremes, 


But that Revenge and Love are equal flames ? 
And Good and Bad oft lie fo cloſe together, 
That 'tis not eaſe to diſtinguilh either. 


Sin, when conceiv'd, Luſt for a parent hath, - 
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24 » The Lady Bluſh : Or, 
A wretched oft-ſpriog by theſe Elders got 
Upon Suſunna, thoughithey knew her not. 
For night was come, and it they wholly ſpent 
In thoughts of their intended Raviſhmenr, 
And JunQoes (er conſiſting but of three, 
Reſolv'd before debate on Villany. 
© Miſchief, faid they, muſt in progreſſion be ; 
© There's no retrogradation in Villany : 
© Let's then purſu't ; he has bur half a will 
© To be unjuſt, who ſeems afraid to kill ; 
© Nor knows he well a miſchief how to cover, 
© Who ere compleared thinks fit to give over. 
© Her life muſt pay for this diſdain, elſe we 
© Our ſelves'of guile ſhall ſcarce/acquitred be. 

| Sporleſs Suſanna! what misfortune's this, 

. Occaſion'd by theſe Elders wickednels ? 

Thus Joſeph's Miſtreſs would have (lily brought 
Him to th embraces which to eſchew he ſought : 
Or that brave Grecian boy, whoſe bloud was (pile, 
To expiate his luſtful mothers guilt. 


Sol had by this ran his noQturnal round 
Over the utmoſt Antipodian ground, 
And coming to Aurora 5 Rofie place, 
From off the Ocean ſends his ſmiling rays, 
Whom to adore the mixed Heathen riſe, 
Devoutly ordering their Idolatries. 
But wo is me ! he did the ſummons give 
Unto a Judgement, where for no Repricye 
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Suſanna hoped : O immortal Steeds, 
Furn back for ſhame, be clad in mourning weeds ; 
Why ſhould ye read in ſuch reſplendene'gfory 
The fatal accents of a Fewiſh Swry ? 

Your Maker's darling, one that's innocent, 

Unto the place of Execution ſent ? 


\ That day therefore a greater concourle met | 
At Foakim's houſe, where was the Judgement let 
Theſc Elders Pres'dents, and if that wo'n't.do, 
They will be Judges and Accuſers too. 

O barbarous men ! and more perverted Law ! 


Where none is found, will you there make a way ? 


Like Hannibal the horrid Alps climb ore, 
And force a paſſage never known before ? 
And that pure Juſtice might atteſt the deed, 
A Court is'call'd to make good Naboth bleed. 


Theſe F1ders then gravely began to call 
For poor Suſanna to the Judgement-Hall : 
* Go, bring her in ; ſhe folly did commit, 
Such as our Law by no means may acquit. 


With Father, Mother, Kindredyand a Train 
Of num'rous Friends,pitid Suſanna came 3 
VVhere think what blubber'd eyes, what dreadful grace 
By this uſurpe the ſplendour of her face. 
And blame her not, when harmleſs ſoul ſhe's coine 


From wicked hands to take her final doom. 
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Yet ne'rtheleſs her glorious beauty ſhone, 

Like to the Studs of Ariadne 's Crown ; 

Or as the Sun, after a latter rain, 

Out of the clouds begin? to peep again ; 
Wherefore theſe wicked Belials gave command 
T'uncover her, that ſhe might bare-fac'd ſtand, 
And with her Beauty feaſt their hungry eye, 
Before the Sentence paſs'd that ſhe ſhould die. 


Corrupted Elders ! what bewitch'd your minde ? 
Nay, though you faw her, what made you thus blinde ? 
Mark bur her Friends and Kindred that ſtand by, 
Shew me amongſt them any cheek thar's dry : 

Behold the tears out of their penftve womb, 
Themſelves deliv'ring filent Suitors come 

For Suſan's life; ſee, ſee what trembling ſpeed 

Poor hearts they make for th'innocent to plead. 
Where are your Children, if you ere had one, 
Suppoſe Suſanng's, their Deſtruction. 

But vileſt wretches, 'canſe you ne'r had any, 

Chelcias, though but one, yet hath roo many. 

And could the Tempter (view her well, I pray) : 
Perſwade? what Rhet1ick us d he to betray [ 
A matchleſs woman | O eternal Pow re, 

Can this be born with, and not flaming ſhow's 
VVich Sulphur mixt into their hotwnry flow, 
VVho are contrivers of this Lady's wo ? 


She's now Arraign'd; th [ndifiment being read 
By th Elders laying hands upon her head, 


Amongſt 
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Amonegſt the people, whilſt diſcons late ſhe | 
Weeping implores aid from Erernity. : 
V Vhercin ſhe truſted, whoſe all-pow rful King 


Could caſily fave her, and deliverance bring. 


The Elders thus : © O ſons of Facob dear, 
© To theſe Impleadings lend a gracious ear 3 
© Our Legiſlator of ecelaſting name, 
© You know, did all our ſacred Statutes frame ; 
* VVhich after were confirm'd by Heav'ns broad Seal, 
© That did each Ordinance to him reveal. 
* Amongſt the reſt, if man or woman be 
* Surprized in thia&t of Adultery, 
© Both of them muſt adjudged be to die, 
© That they, not we, may bear th iniquity. 
© This wicked woman, as we lately were 
<1 th Garden walking for to take the air, 
* And chancing by great hap to look aſide, 
© VVith her adulcrous mate by us was ſpid. 
© But that to innocence ſhe might pretend) 
*Two Maids at firſt upon her did attend ; 
© Till Vice impatient grown, they did ſtraightway 
© By her commands, themſelves from thence convey, 
* And ſhut the doors ; none but in private we 
© The perpetration of the a& could ſee. 
© For then a young man, by appointment ſure, 
© Secretly lodg d in the Groves coverture, 


© Draws neer unto her, kindly doth embrace 3 


* She likewiſe him 3 ſach willingneſs there was, 
E 3 Till 
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& Till cloſe approaches (for we both it ſaw) 
*Made them tranſgreſſors of that ſacred Law. 
© Then from a corner of the Garden, whence 


£ V Ve cloſely Rtanding ſaw this foul offence, 
© Both of us made to the adulc rous pair, 


© And came upon them ere they were aware; 


©Them apprehended, bur che ſturdy knave 2 | 


© Sprang from our feeble hands, and did us leave ; 

© And in ſuch haſte out of the Carden flew, 

* As thoſe whom guilt of Conſcience doth purſue : 
© And ſhe, though much intreated, ne rtheleſs 

© VVill by no means th'Adulc'rers name confel(s, 

© Theſe things are true, which we here teſtifie ; 

© Now judge, my Brethren, if ſh'ought not to die. 


A confus d murmure from th'Aſſembly brake, 
 VVho thought all crue which theſe two Elders ſpake, 
Bing alſo backt with ſuch Authoricy 
As might by patent colouror a lye. 
They therefore ſoon believ'd, O fooliſh Fews ! 
E'r unbelieving, or too credulous | 
Suſanna's then condemn'd, falſe Judgement hath, 
By this, her ſentenc'd to a ſhametul death. 
She now no more appeals to fleſh and blood ; 
No favour craves of men, nor yet withſtood 
Their wicked dealings by her juſt Replies, . 
But unto Heav n in fuch-like language cries :. 
©Qeverlaſting Pow'r, to whom alone 
*The thoughts of all men are entirely known, 
; \Tiupgs 
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© Things ſecret open, and events moſt clear 
© Before their cauſes in the Embryo s were: 


* Opgreat Jehovah | whoſe admired eye 

© Runs through the Circle of Eternity, 

© Thou know ſt, and none but thou, the wrong I bear - 
* From thoſe that have polluted Moſes Chair, 

© Thy Law perverted, witneſs being given 

* Againſt their Conſcience, my poor (elf, and Heaven 
©Gainſt me,that now muſt guiltleſs die, and ſhame 

© To after-ages my diſgrace proclaim, 


© V Vhen all the Monument my life ſhall have, 
< Will be th' advantage of a ſcandal'd grave, 


<©O'rlaid with land rous Marble; wo is me ! 


< The fatal ſubjeQ of this Tragedie, 
© Contriv'd in darkneſs, by thoſe wretched men, 


< Who place the guiltleſs in the guilty's Scene. 


This ſaid, Suſanna's Angel (wiftly bears 
Her pray'rs beyond the rowling ſpangled Sphears, 
And does them ſoon to the Almighty ſhow,. 
Whilſt all's ſecure and careleſs here below, 
The Elders ſafe, Revenge its end attain d, 
V Vhere Luſt could nor ; Injuſtice alſo gain'd 
A dreadful Coale ; all things compleatly done 


That might aſcertain her confuſion. 


Th'Almighty VVord then forthwith leapeth down 
From th'higheſt Spire of the Celeſtial Throne, 
Like to a man of war, whole direful pow'r 
Commilſlion hath whole Kingdoms to devour, 
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VVith horrour, death, and with amazement flies 
Into th ſurprized Camp of Enemies : 
So this deſcending with his great Commands, | 
Arlength within the Chaldce's Palace lands, | 
And findes out Daniel, one of great renown 
| VVith King and Princes all in Babylon ; 
An Hebrew Captive, young, but very wiſe, 
And able to unfold hard Myſteries, 
Though wrapt up ſecret in th'eternal deep, 
V Vhere 'tis not fic for mortal] men to peep. 
This Word commanded him to undertake 
Suſanna's Cauſe, examination make 
VVho her Accuſers are, and vindicate 

The injur'd truth, before it be too late. 


__  Hereatinflam'd with zeal, this Youth forth fled 
Amongſt the Throng which woful Suſan led 
To execution, with as eager haſte | 
As even now raſh Sentence on her paſs'd. 
Then with a loud voice cry d, © Sirs, O Sirs hear, 
© From this juſt woman 5s bloud 1 am moſt clear ; 
© VVhy, why fo faft, ye heedle(s Brethren, why, 


© To ſee Chelcia's vertuous daughter die ? 


This ſaid, the over-haſtie multitude 
To Daniel turn'd: © Youth from above endu'd 


© VVith knowledge great, tell us thy meaning ; we 
© VVould gladly be inform d the truth by thee, 


*If ought's amis; juſt and tranſpreſſor too 
© Cannot confiſt ; the latter we do know 
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©Prov'd by ſufficient Teſt, but do not ſee 

© How vertuous wives commit Adultery. 

© Our witneſs ancorrupted Judges were, - 

© We think it raſhneſs to think they ſhould erre: 
© Then, noble Youth, belovd of God and men, 

© Shew us this thing, and we will turn agen. 


By this therefore they had enclosd about 
Daniel, to be reſolved of their doubt, 
Who with a comely grace 1'th' midſt doth Rand, 
And gravely calls for Silence with his hand ; 
Which being made, * Are ye ſuch fools indeed, 
© In weighty things to make ſuch careleſs ſpeed ? 
© Where life s concern d, what doth of right belong 
< Ev n Heathens know, thinking delays nor long ; 
* And ſhall the Gentiles Mozal righteouſneſs 
© Shew Heav'n-taught Fews the way not to tranſgreſs, 
© And yet unfollow'd be ? For ſhame, my friends, 
© See what diſhonour all raſh acts attends, 
© Us odious renders in the ſight of thoſe 
© Who neither God nor yet true Judgement knows, 
* Thar thus, the truth unſearched, or the Cauſe, 


_ © You areſo forward texecute our Laws, 


* And upon [ſrael s daughter Sentence give, 
* Who nought has done bue that ſhe Rill may live. 
© Infernal Angels ſometimes ſeem as brighc 
© As thole bleſt ones in unapproaching light ; 
* And Juſtice often in its full careers, 
© The true complexion of Injuſtice bears. 
© Rex 
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© Return ye then unto the Judgement-ſeat; 

< Examine well, for ſure th impoſture's great ; 

©* And witneſles more falſe then Hell have ſtood 
©T'imbrue their hands in this chaſte womans blood. 


The people then with one conſent rejoyce, 
And ſhout aloud with a confuſed noiſe, 
Saying, To the Tribunal let's return, 
And try if theſe men have falſe witneſs born. 


Think how perplex'd the penfive Elders were, 
*Twixt ſtings of Conſcience, re-inforc'd with fear, 
And Heay'ns revengeful hand, thatthus had ſent 
Means unexpected for their puniſhment; 

V Vbhilſt its Revenge doth ſtill in triumph ride 
For Murther more then any fin beſide. 

No am'rous bluſhes now, no Juſtful eyes; 

To Cytherea no more Sacrifice : 

But Reaſon's offer d ſaccours once betray'd, 
(Known too too well to thoſe that are afraid) 
Bloud from the Circle to the Centre flies, 
And that which firſt does live with life ſupplies. 
Hence came the Flders paleneſs, that wan fic 
VVhich did on their cadav'rous temples fic, 
Whereby to each indifferent perſon there 


Their guilt appear d, ere to the place drawn neer. 


Thou ſacred Conſcience ! O myſterious thing ! 
From what hid cauſe does thy bright eſſence ſpring ? 


_ And 
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And moſt unhappie he whom fear alone 
Hach ſtrength co chain irideſ6lation. 


| Fear, Mortal's bane, and'ithis world's flavery, 


That makes too penfive-man not dare to die, /. 

But flight his happinefs which nowhere dwells 
Within the concave of our earthly cells, 

And forceth filence where moſt need's to ſpeak, _ 
And courage ſtops when.ſhe her flight ſhould take. 


Sch was our Elders fate 5 no-word we hear 
Th-y ſaid,ri]l ro the Court return'd they were : 
Then paſſion ſomewhat overcome, they mutrer 
Thelic ſpeeches as their ſtammering tongues could utter 


© Thou Pcincely Youth, admired for thy fame, 
© Since firſt we to th Caldean Nation came, | 

© Great is thy wiſdom, that all Afra know, 

©Thac mongſt the Heathen makes thee honour'd fo, 

© And doth thy hand with ſuch a Scepter fall, 

* As ſhines no leſs then our dread Monarch's will, 

© Who thinks the Gods do love thee, whilſt ſack years 

* To thy great gitcs but ſmall proportion bears : 

© Come, and with us, thy Seniors, fit down, 

©Since God does youth oft-times with knowledg crown, 
* And turns Gray-hairs to Babes 3 come, let us ſce 

* (lf thou canſt ſhew it) our iniquity. _ 

* We both are Witneſles, th'IndiGment's read: | 

* Then as truth ſhall appear thou may I proceed. 


Þt VVhere- 


34 —* TheLadys Blu: Or, 


VVhereat young Daniel toch'Ailembly ſaid, 
© Let theſe two Elders forthwith be convey'd 
© Toſev ral diſtant 'places;not toſpeak 
& Teach other whilſt Iſhall'enquiry make. 
© Whom once exaimin'd, 'you will furely finde 
© This woman'puilcleſs,and chey borh combin'd 
© To ſccorid Luft wich Murther, and diſguiſe 
* With ſhew af Juſtice their leud Villanies. 
© Juſtice ſometimes becomes that cooling ſhade 
© Wherein Serpentine wickedneſs is laid. 


- ,Fhe Elders are (to all the peoples wonder 

At Daniel's ſtrange proceeding) ſet alunder ; 
And Joakim houle did more with men abound 
Then Dagor's, when from Gaza Sampſon bound 
Was brought, to make tb'uncircumciſed ſport; 
So great's the throng, (o.num rous the reſort. 


A ſudden change and great, methinks, to ſee 
Two Judges late, now Priſoners to be. 
Such is the nature of polluting fin, 
Teenſlave thoſe fouls where-once ic enters in. 
VVhen Righteouſneſs a Kingdom pives, no leſs 
Is Bondage purchaſed by Wickednels, 
. Such was thac grand Rebellion, thofe evils 
That poiſon'd glorious Anpel> into Devils, 
| FTillfpicical puſtules to appear began, 
| And Leprofie thoſe Spirits over-ran, 
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"That to the world's amazement their bright frame 


Is grown as loathſome as their curſed name. 


One Elder forth is call'd; obſerve his pace, . . 
And read Guilrt's crimſon lines upon his face, 
Drawn in a duskie Argent ; he, whoſe pride 
With murther joyn d, even now his God defid, 


 Arraipned ſtands fore man, his j0p1or too: 


'Tis V Viſdom's priviledge, and this Truth can dg. 


V Vherefore our Princely youth unto him ſaid, 
*O thou in fin grown old ! were not afraid 
© Falſe Judgement gainſt this woman to declare, 
© V Vhole ſpotleſs dealings (o reſplendent are, 
© Adorn d with Vertue, that renowned Gem 
© Of Honour, and immortal Diadem ? 
© VVas not, think'ſt thou, juſt Heaven's dreadful hand - 


<VVith vengeance arm d, enough to countermand 


* Such high preſumption ? O moſt fooliſh ſpighe, 
* That dares againſt the very Thunder fighe ! 

© But tis decreed, thy fins hith'rto lyen hid 

© Now in their time ſhould be diſcovered. 

© Thus have you dealc with the poor innocent, 

* And MalefaQors freed from puniſhment ; 

© Regarding not that Greatneſs which doth ſay, 

* The guiltleſs ſou] thou by no means ſhalr lay. 


© Now therefore, ſince this woman thou didſt lee, 


* And took'ſt irth'adt, tell me, under what tree ? 
T2 * The 
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| The Fldec at this Queſtion could not chaſe 


Demurring, til ch'cnrag'd concourſe of Fews 
Moſt part Suſanna favouring, now bethought 
Themſelves ſhe might be to this Tryal brought 
Unjuſtly, and with a tumultuous cry, 
Say, Anſwer Elder, or expe to die. 


- Aﬀeer ſome pauſe, aſtoniſh'd, he declar'd, 
Under a Maſtick they their pleaſure ſhar'd. 


Then Daniel imiling, *© Very well, reply'd; 
© Againſt thy ſelf, vile man, thus haſt thou ly'd: 
©Behold, I fce an Angel now recerving | 
* Command to take thee from among the living, 
© Bur ſtand afide,--- And bring his fellow hither, 
©That as two Brethren both may go together ; 
© YVhen't ſhall appear falſe wicnefſes own breath 
© Themſelves, not I, ſhall ſentence unto death. 


The other's brought, for whoſe true counterfeit 
Unto the former we need not retreat, 
Being much confounded and amaz d to hear 
The Court with Acclamations rend the air. 
At laſt a filence made : © O curſed breed 
* Of Cham, fays Daniel, not of Tudah's ſeed ! 
© Could Beauty thus bewitch you ? why then ſee 
© Its full perfection, bleſt Ecernity ; | 
© Thou ſhouldſt have looked thither, where thy fill 
'*Na lefs were then to underſtand: and will, 
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© So hadſt thou been tao high for Satans lure, 

© And all falſe joys beneath thee lain obſcure. 

« But Luſt's ſtill armed wich inoſt poisnous ſtings; 

« And where it woundeth, ſwift deſtruQtion brings. 
© This hath thine hearc corrupted, and one ſtroke 

© The ſlender clue of thy ſhore Deſt'ny broke. 

< Thus Iſrael's daughter have you ſerv'd, whilſt ſhe 
© Stood fearful of big-look'd Authority, 

© And gazing on your place, durſt not deny 

© The freedom of Adulterous company. 

© But Judab's daughter, the, would nor tranſgreſs ; 
© Her chaſter ſou] abhorr'd your wickedneſs ; 

© Nor threats nor death prevail d which you coaſpird, 
© For ſhe refus'd to grant what Luſt defir'd. 

© O glorious woman ! may this.ever be 

+ © A Jewel to adorn thy memory ! 

| * Bur fince thou ſaw her, ro her charge haſt lay'd,. 
| © That in the Garden ſhe th Adultrefs play'd, 

; © Under what tree ? I pray declare it here, 

© And thou thereby thine 1anocence ſhalt clear. 
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| Now comes the proof: many a doubtful thoughe 
This perjur'd Elder to.confufion brought, 
Leſt from the others anſwer he mighe vary, 
Or for the right, light on the quite contrary : 
Since the Almighty-hath one Truth diſpos'd 

To be unto lyes numberleſs oppos'd. 
Yet forc'd to ſpeak after ſome ſhort delay, 
This deſperate anxious ſpeech t himſelf did ſay: : 
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© ] am now ſtraightned ; hereon doth depend | 

© The utmoſt tryal of my fatal end: 
© Come life or death, or hell or heaven, whether, 

© Under an Holm-cree they were naught together, 


Then pious Daziel mildly to him ſaid, 
© Ev'n-now thou haſt thy curſed life betraid ; 
© God's holy Angel has Commiſſion ta'n' 
© Forthwith to cut chy wrerched life in ewain, 
© And with a {word attends, this very hour, 
© Fierce vengeance on thy finful head to pour. 


ConviRed plainly thus the Elders ſtand, 
And Suſan's freed by holy Daniel's hand. 
V Vhercat th'impatient Fewiſh concourſe riſe ; 
The Palace trembles at their thundering cries, 
To God with praiſes firſt that ſtill doth ſave 
Diſtreſſed finners who his mercy crave 3 
Nor any foclorn creature will forſake, 
That heav'n doth onely his ſure anchor make. 


This-godly heathowe'r ſoon had an end 1 
They all their fary *gainſt che Elders bend, 
With ſuch a rage as Nature doth poſleſs 
(So violent” twas) the whelp-rob'd Lioneſs ; 
That had not mighty Juſtice them reſerv'd 
Unto the ſhameful death by both deſery d; 
Their bloud had doubtleſs waſh'd the Judgement-floor, 
And dy'd its Marble in a Purple-gore. 
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But they who Innocence would: have betray d, 


To publike Execution are convey d : 


Nor'is there Law more juſt, then when-man ſhall. 
Periſh by that he laid for others fall. 


Thus did one day, e'r-blefſed may it be, 
The guilty panith, and the guiltleſs free. 
Unpiti'd di'd theſe Elders, whoſe black ſoul 
In hell about the fiery wheel may roul, 
Whilſt S#ſan, latei th period of her age, 
Betakes her to a better Pilgrimage 
To (ee thoſe Vertues in their native rays, 
Which gave their follower here ſuch laſting praiſe. 


Behold her Parents, Kindred, Husband too, 
(The miſts exhaled of all former wo) 


Obſerve them now, imagine with what chear 
They do congratulate their Suſan dear, 


| From death to life reſtor'd, brought from the grave, 
' And, one foot in, ſnatch'd from the Stygian wave. 


Then to compleat their joy, with one accord, 


For her deliverance they praife the Lord. 
© O thou moſt worthy to be fear'd great God, 


© Who rul'& the Nations with an Iron rod, 


© But geptly doſt thine own choice Iſrael bring, 


<©To be refreſhed at thy mercy's ſpring 3 


© Our Fathers truſt in thee was not miſtaken, 


© Nor were they in their greateſt wants forſaken : 
& © Thou 
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© Thou hear@ſt the groans of this thy ſervant; whe ' + 
© She ſtood betray 'd, condemn'd by wicked men; 
© Who falſſy'chiarg'd her; though no ſtain'was found ' 
©Whereby thy faichful Handmaid co confornd.. 

© Bleſs'd, and for e r admired be thy Name; , _ 
* May worlds to come ſing forth thy mighty fame, 
© That to death 5s portal turneſt man, and then"* 
©Proclaim it, Return again ye ſons of men. © 


By this time Daniel s glory proudly ran”: | 
Like panting Pheabus toth'Meridian © tt 
Of Babylon's Court, where ic ſtill rifing tow'rs | 
Neerer and neerer to th'eternal Bow'rs. - 

Divineſt Youth ! well worthy of a Throne _ 
More glorious then ere earthly wight ſate'on, 
And of a righteous Crown, whoſe guards ſhall be 
Such myſtick Gems as S»ſan's Chaſtity. 
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